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Answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper in full complete sentences.  

1. Explain briefly why King Lear has called his family together in the first scene.
2. Which characters are involved in the subplot (small plot that is separate from main plot) of the play?
3. At what period in history does this play take place?  How do you know?
4. Why does Kent defend Cordelia when her father banishes her?
5. Why does the Duke of Burgundy reject the offer of Cordelia’s hand in marriage?
6. Who are the Duke of Albany and the Duke of Cornwall?
7. Who eventually marries Lear’s dowerless daughter?  Where will she live after her marriage?
8. What advice does Cordelia give to her sisters as she leaves with the King of France?
9. What do Goneril and Regan do as soon as everyone is gone and they are alone together?
10. How do Regan and Goneril really f[image: image1.jpg]


eel about King Lear?  Do you see these two sisters as evil - or are they just concerned about their father?  Do they seem to feel at all badly for Cordelia?
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1. In his soliloquy, what does Edmund want to take from his half-brother Edgar?
2. What is the piece of paper Edmund is supposedly hiding from his father?  What does it say?
3. What is Gloucester’s reaction to the letter?
4. Give an example of alliteration (repetition on consonant sounds at the beginning of words) in Edmund’s opening soliloquy.
5. What does Edmund think of his father’s view of nature?
6. What does Edmund tell Edgar about his father?
7. What does Edmund tell Edgar he must do if he intends to walk in public?  Why? 
8. Where is Edgar instructed to go?  How will Edgar be able to talk to his father?
9. Why is Edmund gloating at the end of the scene?

