King Lear

Shakespeare 2014

Act 1 Scene 1 

Zags Questions
King Lear

Shakespeare 2014

Act 1 Scene 1 

Zags Questions

Answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper in full complete sentences.  

1. What does Gloucester have to say about his son?  Does Kent seem shocked?  What is your first impression or thoughts on Edmund?
2. What is Lear saying in his first long speech, lines 37-59?  Summarize the intent and purpose of this speech?
3. Why is Cordelia so concerned during the speeches of her older sisters?  How does Lear react to Cordelia’s speech (“Nothing, my Lord.”)?
4. What happens to the part of the kingdom that was to have been Cordelia’s?
5. Who tires to get Lear to reconsider his rather harsh decision?  Why does he say, “Thinks’t thou that duty shall have dread to speak when power to flattery bows”?  What happens to him?
6. What can you tell about the time this story takes place from Lear’s expression, “Now by Apollo--” and Kent’s “The gods to their dear shelter take thee...”?
7. Who are Albany and Cornwall?  Who is the Duke of Burgundy?  Why does he change his mind?  Who is the other suitor?  Do you think Cordelia is better off with him?
8. What does Cordelia have to say to her sisters before she leaves with the King of France?
9. How do Regan and Goneril really feel about King Lear?  Do you see [image: image1.jpg]


these two sisters as evil - or are they just concerned about their father?  Do they seem to feel at all badly for Cordelia?
10. Cordelia says, “Time shall unfold what plighted cunning hides/ Who covers fault at last shame them derides” (lines 325-6).  Paraphrase this quote (put it in your own words).  Make a prediction, what do you think it has to do with upcoming events? 
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1.  Summarize what Edmund is saying in his long speech at the beginning of scene two.
2. How does Edmund play on his father’s gullibility to carry out his plan?  What particularly devious methods does Edmund use?
3. Give an example of alliteration (repetition on consonant sounds at the beginning of words) in Edmund’s opening soliloquy.
4. Opinion: Do you think most parents would be so quick to condemn a child who has until now been pretty much a model child?
5. What does Edmund think of his father’s view of nature?
6. What does Edmund tell Edgar he must do if he intends to walk in public?  Why?
7. What is ironic about Edgar’s statement, “Some villain hath done me wrong” (line 172)?
8. Scene 2 sets the stage for the subplot of the play.  How, so far, does the subplot mirror the main plot of the tragedy?  

