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Answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper in full complete sentences.  

Scene 3

1. What can you tell about Goneril’s attitude toward her father?  Do you agree with her that “old fools are babes again”?
2. Why do you suppose Kent returned in disguise and went to Lear with the offer to serve him?  What value seems most closely connected with Kent?
3. Lear and his knight’s behavior is within the realm of ordinary for nobility of the time period.  What do you think motivates Goneril to treat Lear the way she does?
Scene 4

4. What analogy does the Fool make between the hedge-sparrow and Lear’s situation?
5. Why does Lear get so angry with Goneril[image: image1.jpg]


?  Do you think his curses against her are warranted(deserved), or does he get carried away?
6. What do you think is the worst thing Lear says to Gonerilin Scene 4?  Provide the quote and why you think it is so bad.  
7. What part has the Duke of Albany played in this act?  How does Goneril treat her husband?
Scene 5

8. What is Lear beginning to realize about Cordelia?  What does he fear about himself?
9. What does the Fool mean when he says Lear is “old before his time”?  What purpose does the Fool serve in this scene?
10. Make a prediction:  What will happen when Lear arrives at Regan’s?  Will he receive a warm welcome from his middle daughter?  Why or why not?

