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Answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper in full complete sentences.  

Scene 1

1. Why is Curan’s message of particular use to Edmund?
2. Why do you think Edgar is willing to fake a sword fight with Edmund?  Why does Edmund cut his own arm after Edgar runs away?
3. Who does Regan blame for Edgar’s alleged problem with his father?
4. Why have Cornwall and Regan come to Gloucester’s castle?  What will the King find when he and his followers reach Regan’s house?  
5. What does Gloucester call Edmund at the end of scene 1(provide me the quote)?  Why is this line important?  What is significant about this moment in the subplot?
Scenes 2 and 3

6. Who is Kent surprised to see at Gloucester’s castle?  How can you tell that Kent really despises Oswald?  What is Oswald’s reaction?
7. Do you have a better picture of Oswald after Kent’s verbal “characterization” of him?  What kind of person do you think Oswald is now?
8. Why does Kent say to Cornwall, “You shall do small respect, show too bold malice/ Against the grace and person of my master/ Stocki[image: image1.jpg]


ng his messenger” (scene 2 lines 141-144)?  What is Gloucester’s opinion on this decision?
9. What does Regan think would be worse than putting her father’s servant in the stocks?
10. Explain and summarize Kent’s speech at the end of scene two.
11. Where has Edgar been living since he fled from his father’s castle?  How will he disguise himself in order to save his life?
Scene 4

12. What is Lear’s first reaction to seeing Kent in the stocks?  When Kent tells him it was Regan and Cornwall who put him there, what does Lear say?
13. Why does the Fool tell Kent he should be put in the stocks for the question he asked?
14. How does Lear’s conversation with Regan begin with optimism on his part and then go steadily downhill?
15. How does Lear’s situation worsen when Goneril arrives?  What is it that the daughters want?  Are they really so bothered by the idea of feeding some extra people and listening to their noise?
16. Are you surprised that no one goes after lear when he disappears into the storm?  What do you think the daughters are thinking and feeling at this point?

